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When the

CHURCH

is the

DVERSARY

Richard M. Serbin has won the only
sex-abuse lawsuit involving a priest in
Pennsylvania. Fifteen years after it started,
there’s still one issue co seccle: $1 million
in punitive damages.

By Joseph A. Slobodzian

s almiose 9 o on Monday,
Sepr. ) and Altoona [nwver
Richard M. Serbin looks wor

tivdd as be wains ar the end of
thie droy mvarble Tuill lending o
the  Peosylvnma Supreme
Conrt's Ditesburgh conartzomm

In 30 minutes Serbin will be inside
the court’s Bd-year-old oasis of dark
wood and gilding, first up on the first
day of the September term, and the
stakes are high: $1 million in punitive
damages awarded cight years earlier to
his client, Michgel 8. Hutchison Jr., who
the jury found was molested by his
parish priesr.

Interest in the appeal has expanded
well beyond the participanrs in Hutchi-
s0n's case

The Superior Court, the state's in-
termediate appeals court, threw out the
punitive damages, ruling that state neg-
ligence lnw does not permit punitive
damages in cases involving an employ-
er's negligence in hiring or worker su-
pervision,

If the Supreme Court affirmis the
Superior Courr, trial lawyers say, it will

20 Movember 10 2002

remove the single most effective “club”™
they have 1o get defendanrs to wreat their
clients’ claims seriousty.

Bur the stakes are not what's both-
ering the 34-year-old civil litigator this
morming.

“Did you hear what they filed?”
Serbin whispers.

“They" are the lawyers for the Dio-
cese of Altoona-Johnstown, and what
they filed the week hefore was a motion
asking the Supreme Court to cance! the
appeal arguments and send the case
back to the Blair County trial judge for
anew hearing

The diocese claimed that one of
Serbin's key trial witnesses now says that
Micheel Hutchison and his mother,
Mary, lied under oath at the 1994 trial.

It’s not just any witness. It's Mark
Hutchison, 36, Michael's ulder brother
and himself a victim of the family’s for-
mer parish priest, Feancis E Luddy Jr.

Mark Hurchison now says, accord-
ing 10 the diocese, that his brother was
never molested and that Michsel and
Mary concocted dhe story and joked

conginued on Page 22

Joseph A Siobodzian s an Inqguirer slafl wriler

——

How this story was written:
Jll e\, Slobodzian reviewed 1the 8,900

il and orits |
Somerset Couni and appelliegh:
iilecd in the case in Pitsbur

o i the case dechned
viened or conkd not be hed
Mury Hnehison amd her son Mict
lihed intervies
Pitiburgh iy
arto'ne

the triil ol

Pholagravhy by Michael Bryant

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

https://'www.newspapers.com/image/ 1996768 14

News

/1



8/29/2018 10 Nov 2002, Page M21 - The Philadelphia Inquirer at Newspapers.com

News

https://www.newspapers.com/image/199676890

The Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - Sun, Nov 10, 2002 - Page M21

Printed on Aug 29, 2018

—p—

Serdin amig
some of the
files from the

llhe diogesa’s
secrat archive.

Ieguatier Tikgazne - 27

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

hitps://www.newspapers.com/image/ 199676890

News'

/1



8/29/2018
News

https://www.newspapers.com/image/199676977

corm

10 Nov 2002, Page M22 - The Philadelphia Inquirer at Newspapers.com

The Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - Sun, Nov 10, 2002 - Page M22

Printed on Aug 29, 2018

¥k (LRI LT | | 1l oam

“RBIN

cominued fromt Page 20

about teying w “win the lotrery™ by
suing the church

= The legal brushiire seems under
conrrol. The Supreme Court declined
 postpoane the appeal

Serhin ; he doesn’t believe
AMark Hurchison's new stary - - or that
his tnabout will wffect the tnal ver-
ier

Alter all, in Ocrober 200} the
Dincese of Alteona-Johnstown paid
Michael and his mother, bis legal
guardian, the jury's award of compen-
wry damages -~ by then swollen
h interest from $319,000 o 81.2

million - after the Supeme Court
ruled that trial evidence supported the
jury's verdict
And ultimately, Serbin says, only
two people really know whart goes on
i a bedroom
“The good thing about the ver-
dicr,” Serhin says, “is thar this jury very
clearly beftorvd Michael ™
Serbin says the diocese’s 11th-
hour filing is just another instance of
the take-no-prisoners tenacity that Al-
toonyd church officials have exhibited
since the day Mary Hutchison mert
with then-Bishop James . Hogan in
A May 1987 1o ask the prelate 1o help
pay for psychiatric therapy (o her
emotionally disturbed son

The legal fight would take Serbin
and the Hutchisons through Pennsyl-
vania's appeals courts three times be-
lore the lawyer's Supreme Court ap-
pearance this warm September morm-
ng.

Serbin calls the sad fissure be-
oween Mark Tlurchison and his moth-
er another example of how sexual
abuse continues eating at a family
decades after the abuse ends.

“I knew this was going 1o be
tough,” Setbin says, “but 1 never
thought we'd still be fighting this case
14 years later

n Benmpviviania, the case of Frchi-

st & Landedy is unique — the only

wivil mwauit against a priest and
divcese involving ullegations ol pe-
dophilia ro have gone w trial, let alone
resulted ina verdicr of punitive da-
ages aguinst the church

Nanionwide, there are anly three
othier cases, from Minnesota and Cali-
fornin, that have involved punitive
damages

There is a dearth of such ¢ for
good reason. As the lust few years have
shown, the Roman Cathalic Church
regularly offered cash in exchange for
silence to settle sesual-abuse com-
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plaints againsc its priests.

It was a bangain often welcomed
by vicims and families, numy of
whom feared their names and stories’
becoming public if they sued

But ail this is hindsight

In June 1987, when Mary Hutchi-
son walked intw Sechin’s small Alroona
Jawv firm, stories about priests” sexually
molesting children were too bisarre for
muost peaple w believe

Today, Serbut suuggles 1 recall
details of lus fitst meeting wath the
dimmutive woman whese ¢ase would
consume much of his professional ea-
rect

[le was 19 |le remembers that
another Blair Counry lawyer referred
the case to him, He remembers her
emotion as she told how three ol her
sons had been molested by their pansh
priest, a priest who had befriended her
troubled family when they noved to
Altaona and svho later became the
three hoys’ godlather. He remembers
her anger ar being rebulted by dince-
san officals when she soughr noney
for psychiatric help for her second son,
Michael, aiter she learned of the
events that she now belicves were the
reason his life spun mysteriously out of
control

“She came here almost hyateri-
cal,” Serbin recalled “She was crying
and could not believe that she had lit-
erally run into a stone wall and no one
would help her.”

Serbin went

w Ohio © visir

Muchael, then 19, who was in prison
fon violating parole.

“1 left convinced thar what his
mother had told me was true,” Sexbin
suid “She had gone o the church,
honestly not aniicipating that she
would have to suc. She was proceed-
ing. again, perhaps naively, from the
notion that right is right and wrong is
wrong ”

Mary Hutchison's lawswr was
fraught with potentially taral Jegal
prohlems. The most senous was Penn-
sylvania's starute of limitations, which
requires that a lawsuit regarding a sex-
ual offense be filed no fater than five
vears alter the last incidenr. Plainiy,
Mark Hutehisons experiences with
Luddy were far outside thar five-vear
limit. And Michitel’s were almast

Only the last owo incidents in
which Michael claimed Taddy had
pressured him into having sex, Serhin
wld his clients, would ger them
through the courthouse door. Bur they
had o move fast: The starute of linura-
dons for one incident, i 1982, would
expire within weeks

“The fact of the matzer was thar 1
had very litte to go on,” Serbin recalls
Saill, he drafted endl lawsuits on behall
of Michgel andl of his younger brother,
Samuel, who also alleged thar he had
teen moiested iy Father Luddy.

The batte had begun

e Hutchaon lawsuir o the

only Peansvbvanin case mwle

i allegations of sexunl plise
by s priest to go to trial and verdic
and the significance of the ruling by
the state’s highest court has not been
Jost on the legal communicy.

A ruling for the dincese on the
punitive-damages issuc would affect
every future suit brought in Pernsylva-
nia on behalf of minoes claiming w0
have been molested by clengy Bur
members ol the legal community say
the ruling, cither way, will go fin be-
yond chwch cuses and aftecr anyone
suing an organization or emplover vver
conduct of a rugue employee

“Limiting, across the board, the
right to punitve damages would be
very dangerous public policy,” said Jet-
fiecy R. Anderson, the St Paul, Mion ,
lawyer who is rhe only luwyer other
than Serbin o have won puninve
damages against the Catholie Charch
in sex-abuse cases. “The rthreat ol
puninve damages is the ouly club we
have under the law that veally has an
impact.”

The dincese has cquully  dire
warnings should the high courr rule
against it in the appeal. [n oral wgu-
ments on Sept. 9, arcorney Louis C

Long maintained thar the wial judge in
Hrchison v, Liddv simply got it wiong
and that Pennsylvania law has never
allowed pumive damages n negli-
genve anes, For the Supreme Court
0 du so now, [ong argued, would be
a “monumental shift in the law of
Peansylvania ™

The Pennsylvania Catholic Con-
ference, the lobbying arm of the state’s
10 Catholic dioces Iso weighed i,
filing an amicus biiel urging rhe
Supreme Court to strike puniove
damages from the Hutchison case

The Catholic Conf e's brel
argued that punirive damages would
AMOunE to i unconstitational inter-
ference into the right of a religious or-
ganization ro selecl, rerain, assign and
manage ws corps of priests. It would
also, the conference warned, make it
possible for juries, “when chaged with
the responsibility w ‘make an example”
of a pacticular chvrch, i indulge their
relygous prejudices.”

ranais E. Luddy Jr. - he was of-
ficially laicized, o Jetimcked, m
1998 —- could mor e reaghied
for comment for this story and did not
respond to a letter lelt at his residence

He is now 60, His last known nd-
dress is an Albuquerque, N.M.. sub-
urh, near a former Catholic-run clisuc
for pedophile priests where he was
sent in 1987 after the Hutchisons con-
ronted Bishop Hogan, then head of
the Alroona- fohnstown dincese,

Fon years, undl he was forced to
return to Pennsylvania for the Hutchi-
son trial in 1994, Luddy apparendy
hved rthere quietly, working as a com-
puter-nypist for the clinic where he was
treated

It was a sad, ubscure end [or &
man who seemed destined for success
n the priesthond

Born in Altoona, he was (he vldest
of six children in a devout fanmly. Two
of his muther's bimtliers were priests

hough Luddy's parents relocated
to Philadelphia when he was a child,
the ties to the church and his uncles
remajned strong, and Luddy testitied
thit he begars considering rhe pricst-
hood in elemenrary school

Atter graduatng from Cardinal
Dougherty High Schaolin 1939, Lud-
dy returned o Altoona and began
studymg for the priesthood ar St
Franas College in nearby Loretto

Tt was an eight-year progonun
four years of undergraduate study,
with 4 major in philosophy, and tour
years of graduate study in theology
and in the seminary. Luddy excelled,
graduating in the rop 2 percent of his
class ol 66},
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Luddy was ordained on May 20,
1967, at St. Andiew's Church in
Johnstown, with Bishop Hogan as his
sponsor and 50 relatives i the audi-
ence.

Luduly then reported to his frst
assigment, as assisrant pastor of St
Mark’s in Johnstown

“My first year in the priesthood
was grand and glonious,” Luddy re-
clled in a 1987 Jile story he wrote
for olRaals at Foundation House, the
New  Mexico clime for pedoplule
priests operated by the Servanis l the
Paraclete, o haly order. This history
and several other documents became
part of the legal record

Buz, as Luddy would luter con-
cede roa elinie psychiatrist, the excite-
ment of that first year helped him ig-
nore deep conllicts ahout his sexuality
and vocarion. Lucldy told Foundation
FHouse professionals he had hud sexu-
al fantasies about the male body sce
sixth grade and that his first sexual ex-
perience was with a priest, when he
was 21 and in semunacy.

Within his first vear at St Mark’s,
Luddy wrote, he began diinking so-
cially; a yenr later, his drinking wus
heavy enough that he had basically
stopped praying except during church
services,

Sometme i 1968, Luddy test-
fied in court, he sexually molested his
first chilil, a roubled | 4-year-nld altar
boy whose tather had died

It started, Luddy smd, with his
counseling the boy and occasionally
taking him our w lunch. The relation-
ship grew closer, Luddy said, and one
day when they were “wrestling,” he be-
gan ouching die boy’s genitals.

Luddy zestified thar the first inci-
dent evolved into regular sexual en-
counters. He said the relationship last-
ed into 1970 and ended shordy alter
he was tansferred fram St Mark’s to
St John's, the diocese's “co-cathedral”
in Johnstown

Luddy tesnfied that 4e ended the
sexual relativnship — he said the boy
wanted to continue - but he told rhe
jury he could nor say why: *I couldn’t
give you i exact reason.”

ixperts o sexual  disorders,
however, say the partern is typical
with “hebephilia,” the form of pe-
dophilia thar Luddy testified was his
dingnaosis

Hebephules are adult men who are
sexually anacted to adolescent hoys,
and the attruction wanes as the bov
MACes 1N i young man

Even before his last sexual ¢n-
counter with the first boy, Laddy resti-
fied, he had molested a second altar
boy at the co-cathedral

Although the second vicum teso-
fied in 1994 that he reported the inci-
dent to Luddys superior, nothing
came of the report.

But others in the diocese — in-
cluding Msgr Thomas Madden, who
was Luddy’s boss and pastor of the Al-
toona cathedral, and as vicar general a
ranking aide to Bishop Hogan — were
concerned about Luddy's pertonn-
ance and what they considered his in-
creusingly “unpriestly behavior ™

Alter nwo years at St John's, [ud-
dy wus transferred w1972 to Altoona
as an assistant pastor at the diocese’s
historic, massive, mate Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception. At the
cathedml, acconding to wial testimony,
Luddy’s drinking got worse

In mid-February 1973, Bishop
Flogan received a letter from Msgr
Madden demanding that Luddy he re-
moved Irom his parish immediately.
Among other things, Msgr. Madden
wrote thar Luddy’s drinking seemed to
be “the manifestation of 2 deeper
malaise "

Rishop Hogan, according to riial
testmony, called w the young priest
and lectured lum about lus drinking
and lis uregular behavior,

Ten days after the date of Msgr
Madden's letter to the bishop, Luddy
WS ASSISIANL PASLOr a1 J new parish;
St Therese’s, in Altoona’s blue-collar
norchern end

or Laubdy, St. Therese’s would
not b the new leal his bishop
Tpd for,

[n 1976, Michael 8. and Mary
Hutchison and their five childien
moved inte a house a few blacks from
St Therese’s

The kHutclusons both atended the
1904 trial of the lawsuit, and Muary
L Turchison restified that thewr mamage
had not been eusy.

Michael S was a Conral welder,
an avid hunter, and a man with a hair-
trigger temper [he relanonshnp, Mary
Hutchison testified, was strained by
jealousy, tght finances, and the chal-
lenge of keeping Hve elementary
school-uge children in line

Mary Hutchison decided w enroll
the children in the Catholic school in
their new pansh

The three older hoys — Mark,
then in tifth grade, Michael in fowth,
and Samuel in thivd — were not bap-
tized Catholics, and the pastor, Msg:
Roy Kline, assigned Luddy to give
them rehgous nstruction and prepare
them for rhe sacrament

Mary Hutchison said e three
boys loved the priest, who took them
home lrom religion classes and olte
ook them vut shopping, o local cac-
nivals, and for lunch.

In November 1976, Mary Hurchi-
son restified, Luddy twld her he wane-
ed ro handle the armangements for the
baptisms and act as the boys’ gadfa-
ther. *It was a big help for me, and [
was very honored,” she told the ury in
1994 *Next to a parent, who's closer
w God than a pries”

The boys seemed to thrive, Mary
Futchison testitied. Young Michael.
who was Iater Jiagnosed as mildly re-
tarded, seemed o tolerate schaol for
the first ume in his lite

“The oldest boy, Mark, wha was an
excellent student, and Luddy seemed
especially close, and Luddy pind for
Mark to accompuny him and several
friends on tours of Spain in 1977 and
France in 1978

Unknown to the Hutchisons, their
eldest son had embarked on what their
priest would farer describe as a four-
year affair with their son

“T was infatuated with him,” tesri-
fied Lauddy, who 1old church coun-
selors that Mark, then 11, nitiated the
sexual aspect ol the relatonship with
*kissing and rouching.”

Mark Hutehison testified thay it
was his godfadier who mitizted han o
sex, mulesting him in che recrory. “I
didn’t know that it was nght or
wrong,” Flutchison testified. “1 was
very naive | had absolutely na idea
what sex was”

——

Mark Huichison tesiified thar
Luddy told him then sexual encoun-
lets weren't “causing any harm or
rting anyone. We'd keep it between
Tves wicl not discuss it with any-

rancis Laddy's secret lile begun
o unravel i 1981 Mark wis at
a Boy Soout refreat at Luddy's
abma mater, St Francis College, when
a Franciscan priest and counselor told
the scouts he would be available for
coungelng
Maik, then 15, wstified that he
ten himself considering  the
priesthond and also questioning his
own sexanl arientation. Tle told the
pricst, Father Gabriel Zeis, about his
sexual encounters with Luddy

[Tutchison resufied thar Farher
Zeis was angry and concerned abour
Murk's emotional well-being, and thar
he promised ro comact Bishop Hogan
aboul the abuse

By the time of his second visit
with Father Zeis, Hluichison tesubied,
his miether had learned of the relation-
ship atter overhearing a telephone con-
versation beoween her son and
Iriend. She accompinied tum to the
meeting,

“Father Zets assured us that the
church ook care of thewr own and that
there was help available for Father
Luddy,” Mark Hutchison testified
“That was my muin concern, I didn’t
wish to really bring any harm on him
I just wanted him to be helped.”

Mary Hutchison testified that
Mark did not want to sue o1 press
criminal charges and she was in sheck

Michael Hurtchison St., his wite
testified, exploded in anger when he
learned severil months later about the
molestation. Never happy about send-
ing the cluldren to Catholic schools, he
blamed his wife and he hlamed Mark
for allowing the sexual abuse to occur

“Qur home became a home of
nothing but torment and confusion
consranrly,” she reseificd

Mark, then 16, was forced from
the home, she said, and the couple
sepurated in 1082, Later that year,
they decided to ry to reconcile; they
muved t Akron, Ohio, in 1982

Ludily also got u new start, pro-
moted to pastor of his own church, St
Mary's o Windber, Somerser Counry
[l tesufied thar he stopped drinking
in November 1982, chd not molest any
boys between [982 and June 1985
and then stopped altogether after a
nal encounter

In Ohio, meanwhile, Michael
Ihatchison Jr's lile was skidding
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downhill

Even belore the mave, he had be-
gun skipping school and gecting in-
volved in minor thefts and other juve-
aile crimes. In Akron, the teen began
using illegal drugs, living on the
streets and selling his body ta men for
money,

In 1987, after bemng arvesved o
1obbety, attempting suicide, and being
found mentally incompetent ra stand
ial, Michue! told a prison psychiatrist
that he also had been regularly mo-
lested by Luddy:.

As devasrating as the news was (or
Mary Flurchison, it at least provided
an explanation for Michael’s sell-de-
structive hehavior,

She testified that she called Bish-
op Hogan and demanded s meering
with him and Father Luddy wheve she
could confrent her former priest and
ask for help for her son

Hurchison and her son Mark
drove to Altoona en May 9, 1987, lor
the meeting with Bishop Hogan and
Luddy, she testified

Luddy refused to attend, however,
and Hogan tld her he had been re-
moved froo his parish and “sent away
for areatment.”

The hour-long meeting did not
result in any promise of treatment,
and on May 14, 1987, Hutchison tes-
tified. she got a tollow-up letter from
the bishop

Far from olfering treatment, Bish-
op Hogan's letter said Luddy denied
any sexual conract with Michae) and
“declares himself ready and willing to
submit to 1 lie detector test.”

The bishop's letter, which was in-
toduced at the trial, recommended
“further fact-finding” about the alle-
gations and described Michael as “al
disturbed, troubled, slow, trou-
blesome in school, frequently tvolved
in scrapes, given to lantusy [and] aut
of veach with realiey.”

In late May 1987, Tlutchison testi-
tied. she got s phone call from Carl A
ek, the diocese's chiel atorney.

[urchison testified that Bek want-
ed 1o know if she intended to press a
claim against the diocese

Cunously, Flutchison resrified. Eck
reminded her thar the statute of limita-
tions [or any claim on bhehalf of
Michael was about to expure and that f
she planned w do anything about it
she should “ger an attorney and get
ane (ast" Eck has declined to com-
ment on any aspect of the case.

Mary Hutchison started looking
for 4 lawyer.

mate of Pitshurgh, Richard

Serhin was 1 vears old when lw

It his Batlier, and was nised by
his mother in a household that included
an older sister.

“It was tough,” Serhin recalled. “1t's
very hard growing up wirhour & father”

Serbin became the firstin his fami-
Iy to go to college and decided to go o
Liw school nor necessanly to be a lawyer
but because “1 though it would present
e with varous options ™

Bur  upon  gaduanon  from
Duquesne  University’s  jaw  schonl,
Serbin “desperately needed a joh,” and
he found vne pracricing law in Mil-
flincown, a Juniara Couney burg with
abour 1,000 people and a five-member
association. e soon realized thar
his calling was in civil tral worke

In 1977, he got an ofler to in a
small firm in Altoona and has cepwined
chere ever since. His firm Reese,
Serhin, Kovacs & Nypaver — had five
lawyers when Mary Hutchison came to
him and has only four 1oday.

It may he part personality, part bis
upbringing in Piosburgh, and parr
working for a small lnw firm going up
against same of the largest firms, but in
court Serbin tends 1 be low-keved
when guestioning witnesses.

“l don't ry to attack witnesses by
yelng and ranting and raving,” he said
“T'work very hard to be welkprepared. I
know that some lawyers can speak off-
the-cutl, but that's not me,”

As for the jury, Serbin sud, he
“ties to reach them on a personal level,
My style is ro appeal to 2 jury as human
heings who know what is right and
wrong."”

t did not ke long tor the [utchi.

son lawsuirs o be picked up by nes

porters for Western Pennsyhvania
newspapers.

The shock of the news about the
Hutchison cases hid some predicrable
results, including criticisms of Serhin
tor filing the suit. [t alsa rnggered a
darker response; Serbin, who is Jewish,
said he began receiving anti-Semitic
relephone calls

Serbin knew little of the Catholic
Church’s practices or policies. and the
Jawsuit, he said, “was a real learning
curve,”

But the real challenges would be le-
gal ones

Lawyers for the church lirst moved
to have the cases sealed, contending it
would be othenwvise unpossible for the
defendants o get an impartial jury and
a fair trial, and would “result in ir-
repuable prejudice and harm to rhe
rights of these defendants, their good
niumes, reputarions and standing in the

community.”

When the Incal judge did nat grant
the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese a com-
plete sealing of the cuse, the church un-
successfully appealed to the Superior
Court and then the Supreme Court,
stalling rhe lawsuit (or twn years,

The batde of the sealing gquestion
was harely resolved when the nest issue
erupted

FHurchison had 1o prove muore than
st that Michael and Sars had been
mulested by thew priest and wodfather

Tu order o win a judgment against
the diocese, Serbin needed 1o show rhar
Luddy's superiors, including Bishop
Flogan, were aware of complaints about
thair roubled priest bur did nothing ex-
cepr transfer him.

As part of hs e course in
Carholicism, Serhin saud, he studied the
chureh’s own body of law, the Code of
Canon Law,

What witerested him, Sertwn se-
called, was Canon 489, wluch fegins,
“There is to be a secret archive.”

That provision and Canon 490 give
the bishop of a diveese sole access ro
the safe containing the secret archive,
including sensinve personnel matters,
and mandate that the documents stored
there never be removed.

Serbin filed a motion asking the
diocese 10 produce any documents
from Bishop Hogan's secret archive
abour allegations of sexual abuse involv-
ing priests and boys beginning in 1974,

The diocese refused, contending
that releasing the documents o 1 civil
court would amount to government in-
terference in the internal affairs of 4 re-
ligious organization and violate the
long-recognized confessional privilege
benwveen priest and penitent.

Somerset County Common Pleas
President Judge Eugene E. Fike 2d,
who was presiding over Samuel [ hitchi-
son's luwsuit, ordered the diocese to di-
vulge the ducuments. The chiurch ap-
pealed. [t taok another two years hefore
the Superior Court panel ruled

The diocese lost, Tn a4 ruling al-
tirmed hy the Supreme Court, Superior
Court Judge NDonald E. Wicand wrote,
“[ere, it is the Pennsylvanin rules ol
discovery which are contralling.

The awo appellate vicrories had the
results that Sevhin hoped for,

Other alleged victims of Luddy’s
started contacung the lawyer And even
though their clanns, like Mark Flurehi-
son’s, couldn’t meet the statute of limira-
uons, they lent much-neecled corrobor
ton of Luddy's pedophili, Serbin said

The secret archives also showed
thar Luddy was far from the “isolated
incident” that church officials cinimed.
Bishop Hogan's archives detailed com-

&

plaints he received mvolving 10 other
priests at the same time that Tuddy was
malesting the Hutclison boys.

For Serbin, the ovder to open the
secret archives was i significant, hard-
WO VICWTY.

Burin 1992, it was almos! six yvenrs
since Serbin had filed suit, and the legal
fight had taken its toll. Sam Hurchison,
a yeur younger than Michael, hiul
cnough and wanted o withdraw his
suit. “Tt way understandable,” Serbin
sajd e wanted to move on with his
life. Tle had a geod job and he was
planning to get married, He just wanted
w leave this all in the past.”

The fight had come down 1o
Michael, the most reaubled and vuiner-
able of the rhree hrothers, and the
woman wlio was caring jor him.

he [9%F trial of Hundwsn o

Fudehv tarmed of et enich

a wial of the Hutelnsons as of
Luddy.

“The Hutchisons were excoviated by
church lawyers ns a “dysfunctional fam-
ilv® whose home life had doomed
Michael before he even met Luddy.

Luddys defense actomey, L. Bd-
ward CGlass, called Michael an “oppor-
tunist” and a “scam artise” who “seeks a
pile of money” and argued that Michael
had 2 legal nbiigation to report the
ahuse earlier.

Pethaps the cruelest cut came when
Glass, questioning his client, elicited
from Luddy that he was “discrinunate”
in the children he molested,

“Is he now ar was he ever physical-
Iy atmactive tw you?” Glass asked, point-
ing to Michael in the courtroom,

“Nao sir, he was never physically at-
tractive o me,” Luddy replied. “The
ather oo, Mark and Sammy, both had
appealing personalities.”

Michael Hlutchison, however, won
the jury m hus owni halting way.

Asked by Serhin about lus feefings
for Luddy, Hutchison said: “lo be
completely honest with you, 1 stll have
acaring, 1sall care about him. It prob-
ably don't sound right. [still care about
Father Laddy and | hope he gers hetrer
beciuse he s i sick man and he needs
help, sir.”

And when [ck
ney, pressed Fluechison about haw
much money he hoped o make from
the lawsuit, Flutchison bristled: “Siv,
I'm not lyng. And the only benelir T
wanl out uof this whole thing is to nuke
sure Father Luddy never has a chunce
oy molest anorher lietle Kid and screw
up his life like he has mine,”

“Are you telling the ladies and pen-
demen of the jury dhat you don't

contrttizied on Page 28
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Sl«‘ n BI \ on his own and hold a job prohably feel no impact there was me and my five-man law
e N The jury also awarded Hutchison Because of the starute of limita-  firm. 1 think they thought they could
continiied from Page 24 — A e - i P . B
81 million in punitive damages for  tions, Luddy was not criminally  wear me into the ground.
any money rom this juny?” diocesan officialy’ “outrageous con-  charged with any of the molestations he Morcover, Serbin said, the diocese
“Tdon’t,” Hutchison replied. “Tde  duct” in falling to deal with Luddy’s — admitied to, and Michacl Hutchison  has already acknowledged  spending
nor sie” problems was the only victim able to sue him 81 ¥ million in legal fees on the case, in
The jury believed Michaels story. Far brom being excessive, Carpen- The Hutchison jury imposed  addition to the compensatory damages
In a verdict that Blair County  ter wrote, the punitive damages were 30,000 in personal punitive damages it has already paid the 1utchisons
Court Judge Hiram A, Carpenter 3d - logically nlated to westimony about the  against Luddy, but he declared bank- “I think this case could have been

later hailed for jts fairness and rational-  diocese’s finances: four months of re-  ruptcy. Serbin said he had reccived no  setded,” Serbin said, recalling how
ity, the jury awarded Michacel and his  ceipts from church collections and oth-  more than 8800 from the former priest.  Mary Hurchison’s ficst overture to

mother $319,000 in compensatory  er sources, minus the diocese’s operar- Far Serbin, the case has made an Bishop Hogan was rebufled.
dumages, including $10.000 for pain g expenses already successful practice more so, “All she wanced was treaunent for
and suffering and $9,000 for loss of en- The punitive damages are the [ast  and has given him sought-after expert-  her son, a kid who desperately needed
joyment of life. The rest was an expert’s  cemaining picce of the Hutchison case,  ise in sex-abuse cases involving the  treatment, She wasn’t looking for a
estimare of the lifclong psychorherapy — and Serbin says he has no idea when  chureh. courtraom war. Bur the diocese never
Hutchison would need. the Supreme Court will rule. Pennsyl- He said he remains shocked athow — offered o dime.”™ @

It is that money, Serbin said, that  vania’s high court has taken as long as  long the divcese has fought this case:
pays lor the intensive psychotherapy  five years to decide some appeals *“They had a large firm with 1 great lact Josepn A Slobodzan

thiat he and Mary Hutchison hope may Regardless of the state Supreme  pool of awomeys and the financial e ai 2°5-854-2658 or
one day enable Michacl, now 35, to live Court’s decision, Francis Luddy will  sources of the Catholic Church, and  jsicbndz ani pnillynews com
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